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Scott-Broadwood C of E Infant School 
 

Policy for Religious Education 
 

Introduction 
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and 
learning of Religious Education at Scott-Broadwood C of E Infant School. 
 
What is Religious Education? 
Religious Education (RE) is the way we explore and develop spiritual and moral 
awareness. It is a body of knowledge and is at the core of our church school. As a 
Voluntary Aided Church of England School, 80% of our teaching in RE is focussed 
on Christianity, 20% is focussed on other religions.  
 
Aims 
Our aims in teaching Religious Education are to help children to: - 

• Learn about the Christian faith and other faiths by gaining a secure 
knowledge and understanding of the beliefs, practices and history of 
Christianity, starting from an Anglican perspective 

• Learn from religion by developing the ability to 
o Express curiosity about fundamental questions of life 
o Understand and use religious language 

• Reflect on belief, practice, values and tradition in order to understand their 
influence on the individual, on community life and on culture 

• Make informed responses to religious and moral issues 
• Begin to explore other faiths and perspectives 
• Identify the relationship between religious belief, human responsibility, 

global issues and the natural world 
 
Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Religious Education 
Religious Education is important because we teach children to understand and learn 
about the Christian faith and other religions and this helps children to develop: 

• Their beliefs, values and sense of self-worth 
• Respect for other people’s faith and viewpoint 
• Appreciation of theirs and others’ contribution to society and the world 
• A sense of responsibility for themselves and others 

 
Under the 1988 Education Act every pupil in England and Wales is to receive 
Religious Education alongside the core and foundation subjects of the National 
Curriculum. 
 
In church schools Christianity takes the central place in Religious Education. 
Other faiths, especially those represented by pupils in the classroom, will always 
be acknowledged and valued. Aspects of Judaism, Islam and Hinduism are 
identified for study. The balance of teaching throughout the school year is 80% 
focussed on Christianity, 20% focussed on other religions. 
 
The fundamental skills knowledge and concepts of the subject are laid down in the 
Diocesan Guidelines for Religious Education 2003. Scott-Broadwood School 
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follows these Guidelines for the teaching of RE. We supplement the 2003 
Diocesan Guidelines with Alternative Study Units, which are regularly updated on 
the Diocesan website 
(http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=departments.content&cm
id=282#KS1)  
 
In the second half of the Spring Term, we hold an Easter Pause Day, which 
provides our RE teaching for that half term. The planning for these days in on a 
two year cycle, also available on the Diocesan website 
(http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=departments.content&cm
id=470)  
 

Teaching is planned with the whole curriculum, on a three year cycle. RE units are 
highlighted on the whole school planning documents.  
 
Strategies for the teaching of Religious Education 
The Religious Education Curriculum is organised on a two-year cycle. These are also 
linked where possible to the half-termly theme for the class in order to make the links 
more meaningful and relevant for the children.  This means that Religious Education 
is taught explicitly although there are some links with other topics.  5% of teaching 
time is spent on the teaching and learning of Religious Education. This time may 
either be spent on weekly teaching, or on block teaching, such as the Easter Pause 
Day. 
 
Excellence in Religious Education is celebrated in outcomes of children’s learning, 
display and performance including:- 

• Written interpretations of stories or Christian festivals 
• Drama including, dance dressing up, role play giving presentations, formal 

productions at Christmas and at the end of the academic year 
• Art including collage and drawing 
• DT including cooking, festive cards and construction toys 
• Singing 
• Speaking and listening, questioning,  interviewing, hot seating, debating 
• Reading fiction and non-fiction texts 
• ICT Internet, Software such Espresso, Outlook presentations, photographs, 

recordings etc. 
 

 
Strategies for Ensuring Progress and Continuity 
Planning 
Planning in Religious Education is a process in which all teachers are involved. 
 
A programme of study based on the preferred syllabus has been developed by the RE 
Co-ordinator (in collaboration with the Education Centre, Guildford Diocese, Staff 
and the RE Governor)  
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The Role of the Religious Education Leader is to: 

• Take a lead in policy development and the updating of schemes of work 
ensuring progression and continuity in Religious Education throughout the 
school 

• Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and 
implementation of the scheme of work and assessment and record keeping 

• Monitor progress in Religious Education and liaise with the Head Teacher 
on actions required 

• Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of resources for 
Religious Education 

• Keep up to date with developments in Religious Education and 
disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate 

 
Feedback to pupils 
Feedback to pupils about their progress in Religious Education aims to help the 
children learn.  Comments should be positive and constructive. It is usually carried 
out during the lesson through discussion between the child and the teacher or teaching 
assistant. 
 
Informal assessment 
Informal assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils in Religious 
Education and is planned to take place continuously through talking, listening and 
observation. More formal assessment may take place through set pieces of work, 
either written, drawn or through drama, at the end of a module of work, of a term or a 
key stage. 
 
Children are encouraged to express their response to learning in a learning journal. 
This is assessed for its indication of their developing thinking. We encourage the 
children to think for themselves in an open-ended way. This is linked to respect for 
the opinions of others. We are not concerned with right answers (as we perceive 
them) but with how children are thinking and working things out. 
 
Assessing RE is mainly concerned with developing concepts and attitudes. Measuring 
and testing of linear skills is not appropriate. 
 
Strategies for recording and reporting 
In Early Years Foundation Stage, the majority of assessment of children’s 
understanding is completed through observation of child initiated learning, with 
annotated photographs, and staff notes as evidence. In Years 1 and 2, children have an 
RE book, in which most work is recorded.  
 
Reporting to parents takes place on a termly basis through appointments at parents’ 
evenings in the Autumn and Spring Terms and annually through a written report. 
Reporting in Religious Education will focus on progress each child has made in their 
understanding of themes in that year. 
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Strategies for the use of resources 
Central resources in Religious Education are the responsibility of the Religious 
Education co-ordinator. They include: - 

• Teacher Reference Books 
• Children’s Reference Books 
• Bibles 
• Artefacts 
• Videos 
• CD’s  
• Software (Espresso and Bible Society Web-sites) 
• Posters and prints 

 
 
Policy Review and Implementation 
This policy is reviewed every three years by the RE Leader. This policy will be 
reviewed in the Spring Term 2014. 
 


